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No doubt the most marvelous record
ever made by an institution and busi-
ness firm, whether religious or secular,
known in the annals of Tennessee or
Nashville history, so far as that is con-
cerned, is the growth of the National
Baptist Publishing Board, who oper-
ates the Baptist Publishing House, a
big plant located in this ecity at the
corner of Second avenue, North, and
Locust street, It has been well said
that the story of Jack's bean stalk is
well applied to this institation in
speaking of its growth, Many volumes
could be filled if an attempt was made
to get a complete history of the begin-
ning, the work and the object of the
institution, and more volumes on top
of this would be added if one would
sit and listen to that remarkable in-
dividual at the head of the concern,
under whose management the mam-
moth plant {8 being run. This i8 none
other than Richard Henry Boyd, a
minister of the gospel who came to
Nashville from San Antonio, Texas, in
the Fall of 1896, It was through his
determined effort and by his great
powers that such a plant is a reality.

It is sald by old Texans like A. R,
Griggs, D. D, of Dallas; H. M. Wil
liams, D. D., of Galveston; L. L. Camp
bell, D. D, of Austin, and David Ab-
ner, Jr. B. Ph,, of Conroe College, who
have known Dr. Boyd for many years,
that this project is the dream of his
life, and that for possibly twenty
years he was at work planning for and
making preparations towards the es-
tablishment of a Negro printing plant
and publishing concern that would
give to the denomination a standing
and rating, and a work that would be
as a monument in future years—some-
thing that would show the accomplish-
ment of the Negro Baptists. That he
has sueceeded can best be judged from

what has been accomplished within
the past twelve years.
A leading Baptist of the Northern

Baptist Convention, who was in a re-
cent conference with the Southern
Baptist at Atlanta, made the following
stalement in Nashville several months
ago, viz.: “While in Atlanta last week
attending a specil conference which
had been called to look over the mis:
sionary and educational outlook for
the denomination, and especially the
work among Negroes, and discussing
the condition and the progress of the
Negro in the United States, the best in-
formed man in the conference said
that he regarded Dr. R, H. Boyd, Sec-
retary of the National Baptist Publish-
ing Board, and Secretary of the Home
Mission Board, the greatest construc-
tive genius that the century had pro-
duced."

The work of the National Baptist
Publishing Board has been, first, the
publishing of dénominational Sunday-
school and church literature; second,
the building of a printing plant that
employs scores of members of the race
in skilled and professional labor;
third, in bringing about the complete
establishment of printing, book-bind-
ing, proof-reading, imposing, press
work, stereotyping, ete,, that would
give the Negro youth, who wanted to
pursue such a course, an opportunity
to get a thorough training as well as
to bring about such' an establishment
in the déenomination whereby pure and
orthodox doctrine might be put up and
sent out to the thousands of Sunday-
schools In the Baptist denomination.
The publishing plant has accomplished
this. They have a complete editorial
department under the management of
Rey. W, 8. Ellington, D, D., who is as-
sisted by scores of contributors and
editorial writers.

The personel of the National Bap-
tist Publishing Board is possibly un-
known to the thousands of Baptists in
the city of Nashville and the State of
Tennessee, They are given as follows:
The chairman of the Board is Rev.
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C. H. Clark, D. D., who has served con-
tinually in this position since the lo-
cation of the Board in Nashville. The
Secretary, Treasurer and Mapager s
Rey. R. H. Boyd, D. D, LIL. D, a na-
tive Mississippian. He has served in
this position sinee September, 1896,
The Assistant Secretary is Henry Al-
len Boyd, a native Texan, who has
been with the institution since March,
1904. The Field Secretary is Rev. Wm.
Beckbham, D, D. He has filled the po-
sitlon since 1902, coming to this city |
from Austin, Texas. The Editorial |
Secretary is Rev, W. 5. Ellington, |
D. D. Dr. Ellington was elected two
vears ago to fill this position. Prier
to that time he was an associate to the
editor-in-chief, Rev. E. C. Morris, D. D.,
of Helena, Ark. The members of the
Board hail one from every state in the
Union, but the Executive Board or
| Board of Management, which holds
'regular meetings on the second Tues-
day in each month, are Rev. Wm.
Haynes, pastor of Sylvan Street Bap-
"tist Church; Rev, J. C. Harding, pas-
itor North College ‘Street Baptist
Church, Rev. G, B, Taylor, pastor of
 Second Baptist Church, and Rev. G.
Wm. Ward, late pastor of Monumental
Baptist Church, Cattanooga., with
those just mentioned as officers. -

When the work of the Board was he-
gun thousands of eriticisms among the
Negro Baptists were started, but these
were met with a silent defermination
and with the real accomplishment of

something, But it was not long bhe
fore the DBaptists throughout the'
United States began to realize that|

It.hey. in spite of their opposition, and |
aover many protests, would have a
plant turning out such periodicals and
such other publications as were used
in the denomination.

To-day they can boast of having the
largest distinetively Negro printing
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house and publishing concern in the
world. They supply more Sunday-
school literature than all the other
four Negro publishing houses com-
bined. They employ more people, they
collectmore money, they pay out more
money, they represent a larger con-
stituency, they print more books than
all the others; and, in fact, it is the
most complete in every respect; vet,
no effort on the part of the manage-
ment or the concern itself has been
put forth that does not mean advance-
ment and prosperity.

A record of statistics and a rehash-
ing of facts as brought out in the last
annual report of Dr. Boyd, the Secre-
tary and Manager, will show the enor-
mous amount of patronage enjoyed by
the plant for that fiscal year. It was
hefore the National Baptist Conven-
tion that the following facts in con-
nection with the plant, its growth, and
its improvement, were made:

Prior to the making of this report
the demand was made by members
of the denomination throughout the
country to know something of the his-
tory and to have some facts before
them that would show how it has

grown from year to year, so at the re-
quest of prominent Baptists, the Secre-
tary compiled a set of statistics rn\'-'
|
|

 ering a period of ten vears, that would
tgive particular information concerp-
[ing the house's rapid growth.

The facts just guoted are marvel-,
ong within themselves, but the estab i
lishment has not confined itself to the |
real publication of Sunday-school and |
church work. It Is prepared to piint i
anything from a calling card to an|
encyclopedia. They print thousani I
of volumes of books annually. They |
have the most complete set of sone |
hooks published by any denomination |
in the race. Dr. Bovd stated a few
days ago that he was prepared to nfTw'I
to his constituents and to his trade |

I sixteen separate and distinet sone )
hooks, with three anthems, The Board |
has made special stride in the !nn.-:it-b
line, It was under the late Prof. Wm. |
Rosborough that the music department |
enjoyed such prosperity, Since his|
death, able musgie composers, like Wm, |

H. Carter, of Harrisburg, Va.;, W. H.
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Sherwood and Prof, Thos. W. J. To-
bias, of New Orleans, have contributed
largely to the music department. They
have made profound Impressions and
received flattering compliments from
time to time upon the rendition of
their music, and it was in Atlanta,
Ga., during the Young People's Edu-
cational Congress, that the National
Baptist Publishing Board and its pro-
ductiong along the music line, came
into prominence. Prof., Wm. Roshor-
ough was given charge of the music.
A souvenir music program with the
most choice selections taken from
thousands of dollars worth of music
plates at the Publishing House, was
complled and rendered at this meeting.
Since then the fame has continued to
grow and at each National Baptist
Convention a musical director man-
ages their song services, And now
since the inauguration of the National
Baptist Sunday School Congress, a
new impetus with greater enthusiasm
has been given the music department.

Another important factor in this
wonderful plant is the Church Supply
Department, This was begun about
six yvears ago, but the death of Prof,
Wm. Roshorough brought it to a stand
still, Within the past four years, with
a new manager, the department has
had a rapid growth. They are sup-
plying churches throughout the United
states with communion sets, both old
styvle and individual services; minis-
ters with baptismal garments and
robes; homes with planos, sewing ma-
chines; Sunday-schools with library
book cases, organs and pianos; church-
es with chureh pews in several grades,

new style church seats of their own| Their bells are heard
| whare.
chairs, | its midst a concern not only soliciting,

design and creation, opera chairs, pipe
organs, bells, pulpits, pulpit

plant, consisting of two car-loads of
machinery and fixtures. This was
brougit to Nashville and a building 1s
already erected for the installation of
the machinery.

This department has been able to
suceessfully compete with the largest
furniture and pew factories in the
country. They have seated churches
in nearly every state in the Union,
They have installed seats in four
churches in Nashville, viz.; Second
Baptist Church, corner Stevenson and
Deluge stieets, Sylvan Street Baptist
Chinrch on Shelby avenue, North Col-
lege Street Church and the St. John
Baptist Church on Pearl street, Aside
from this they have installed pews in
churches in the following cities: Jack-
sonville, Fernandina, Deland, Crystal
River, and Orange Park, Fla.; Dawson,
Bainbridge, Waveross, and Climax,
Georgia; Livingston, Gadsden, Fort
Mitehell, two churches at Selma, and
Carbon Hill, Alabama; two churches
al Memphis, Ripley and Glimp, Tenn.;
Sumter, 8, C., Woods Cross Roads, Vir-
ginin; Newark and Madison, New Jer-
sey: Connellsville, Pa.; Gallipolis and
Columbus, Ohio; Indianapolis, Ind.;
Chicago, I11.; Kansas City, Mo,; EIk-
ton and Basket, Ky.; Rodney and Matt-
son, Mississippi; two churches at New
Orleans, Torras and Gibson, La.; Dal-
lag, Cuero, Tavlor, Roundrock, Kil-
gore, Gause and Beeville, Texas; El-
reno, Okla., and so on they_go. These
were just given to show that the ter-
ritory of this departmen, like that of
the Sunday-school supplies, is not lim-

ited, They have shipped furniture—
{like school desks—to foreign lands,
almost every-

So after all Nashville has in

church lamps, and, in fact, as Dr. Boyd | but eapturing the patronage and bring-
puts it, he supplies the entire want of | ing thousands of dollars inte the city

the Negro Baptists.
the growth of this department that
they were compelled to prepare to
meet the demand made upon them; so

last year Dr. Boyd purchased an en-|

tire seating and cabinet company's

So rapid has been | to be distributed in the business chan-

nels, There are only four distinctive
Iy Ngro publishing planis, of which
this is the voungest.

In connection with the plant they are
publishing what is known as the Na-
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